[Interface between dentistry and otorhinolaryngology].
In this paper some relevant pathological aspects on the interface of dentistry and ENT surgery are discussed. A major part of the field of ENT surgery is not available for direct inspection and/or evaluation. Therefore, ENT pathology is often overseen or not detected at an early stage. Because of frequent patient-dentist contact, also in healthy patients, dentists can play an important role in early detection of ENT pathology. The combination of specific anatomic knowledge of the ENT region and a proper anamnesis are potent tools for a dentist to suspect ENT pathology, even in not easily accessible areas like the hypopharynx and oesophagus.